DADS v LADS Football Match 14/05/11

[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the great traditions of the Oxshott Club is the Dads Vs Lads football match, which is always played on FA Cup Final day.
 
I’ve been playing on the Dads team for ten years now. To say it’s difficult keeping pace with players twenty-five years my junior, is an understatement.  The Lads usually win by half a dozen goals, and at the end of the game the Dads are just relieved that it’s over and we all have survived; albeit with aching muscles for a couple of weeks!!
 
The last few years the Dads have struggled to get eleven players. In 2010 Kim played for us and the year before my cat, Figaro, played at center half (only joking).
 
This year was different…
 
Because of the tragic death of Alfie Skelton, it was decided that this year we would play for the Alfie Skelton Cup, and all the proceeds would go to the Red Cross.
 
Amazingly the Dads squad now consisted of twenty-two players. Graham Smith, using all his vast managerial experience, made ten substitutions at a time (this isn’t even done at an England international!!).  The television cameras should have made their way from Wembley to Leatherhead, as this game was far more entertaining than the Cup Final, with the Dads managing to cling onto a historical 4-3 victory.
 
This match has ALWAYS been played in such a wonderful spirit, which is a great credit to ALL the players on both teams.  The players and supporters retreated to the Oxshott Club afterwards for drinks (soft drinks only for the players as we are all world class athletes!!) and to watch the final.  There was also a fantastic barbeque.
 
I was somewhat embarrassed to pick up the trophy, on behalf of the Dads, shortly before the final.
 
The Dads Vs Lads match is one of the great events of the year for the Oxshott Club and is always well supported. Long may this continue.
 
Roll on May 2012…
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