The ANNUAL OXSHOTT CLUB CRICKET MATCH  
   Oxshott Club Vs St. Andrews Church
On Friday Evening 12th August 2011
At the Oxshott Village Sports Club.

On a lovely summer evening, the Club’s intrepid members turned out to compete with a team from St Andrew’s Church, Oxshott, for the annual cricket match, now called the Alfie Skelton Trophy*. Both teams were a mixture of young and old with varying cricketing skills, some only just remembering how to play the game from their distant past school days! 
The Match
The Oxshott Club Team went into bat after a frantic team selection process to get eleven able bodied and mobile players together! They managed to set the Church side a target of 126 runs to beat. The game was controlled by the umpires who were fair throughout, but this didn’t stop the appeals or disputes on some of their decisions! The game was played to our slightly adjusted rules, to make it more fun and give everyone the opportunity to be involved in the bating and bowling. Whether a good player or not, young or old, it’s about being involved in a good sportsmanlike spirit, but still surprisingly competitive! The aim, where possible, is for each player to bat for 2 overs and bowl for 2, in rotation, with no LBW.

This year we got the match underway at about 6-30, this meant, with luck, we would get 18 over’s each, and we just about managed it, the last couple of over’s were played in a quickly descending dusk. 

A confident Club side were trying to hit everything for a ‘four’, but often missed the ball altogether! This enthusiasm meant that a lot of wickets fell, allowing for plenty of good-humoured banter as players walked to and from the wicket. 
After a short break for a well-deserved tea, the St. Andrews Church team were in to bat. They were a hard team to get out, but scored steadily, which was a credit to their youngsters who performed well. 

As the match progressed it was obvious that it was going to be a close finish, even with the scorers seeming to fall asleep on a few occasions! But the umpires kept them under control. 

It was all down to the last over with the Church team needing a few runs to win, well it was nail biting to the end, and they finished with 120 runs, being restricted to 2 runs in the last over and probably bad light.
As usual the match was played in good spirit and all had a lot of fun. Interestingly this was almost an identical result as last year.     

Following the match, the new Trophy was presented to Alfie Skelton’s Father, Dave, who accepted it on behalf of the winning Club Team, so the challenge is already made for next year!!
It was lovely to see such a good crowd of spectators enjoying the fun and atmosphere in such an ideal setting. 

After the presentations, team photos and chat, with dusk falling on the cricket ground most Club Members headed back next door, where everyone could enjoy something to eat from the Bar B Q, a drink and relax before setting off for home. 

Many thanks to all those who organised the event & made it a great evening out, the Church for the mid match tea, the OVSC for their hospitality and the girls back at the Oxshott Club for the post match Bar B Q and all the supporters who turned up. 

* Alfie was a regular young player for the Club team in this event, but died tragically earlier this year, the 

Trophy was donated in his memory.
